Primary and Secondary Sources

Name_________________________________

Part A:  Definitions and examples.

1.  Define primary source:

2.  Give examples of primary sources:

3.  Define secondary source:

4.  Give examples of secondary sources:

Part B: Identification of primary and secondary sources.  For each example given below, write a P if it is a primary source, or an S if it is a secondary source.

1. ______
A copy of Abraham Lincoln’s speech, “The Gettsyburg Address.”

2. ______
A biography of writer Laura Ingalls Wilder.

3. ______
A textbook explanation of the importance of the Declaration of Independence.

4. ______
A hat from the 1920s.

5. ______
A first-hand account of the bombing of Pearl Harbor written by someone who was 
actually there.

6. ______
A history book explaining the important of Abraham Lincoln’s “Gettysburg Address.”

7. ______
A letter written by famous author Laura Ingalls Wilder.

8. ______
A replica of an early phonograph.

9. ______
A videotaped interview with someone who witnessed the shooting of President John 

Kennedy.

10. ______
A newspaper article describing the speech President Bush gave last night.

11. ______
The autobiography of a famous inventor.

12. ______
The diary of a pioneer woman describing life on the frontier.

13. ______
An encyclopedia article describing the bombing of Pearl Harbor.

14. ______
A copy of the Declaration of Independence.

15. ______
A re-creation of a sod house used in pioneer days.

16. ______
A photograph of a Civil War general taken during the war.

17. ______
A historically-based movie that re-enacts a famous battle from the American 
Revolution.

