Summer reading keeps skills sharp


Over the summer, students' reading skills can slip if they aren't reading regularly. "Whether kids are reading books and magazines from home, from the public library, or reading ebooks on a computer or mobile device, the important thing is to keep kids reading over the summer," says district librarian Amy Brownlee.


Here are some excellent summer reading resources:

SUMMER READING PROGRAM AT YOUR PUBLIC LIBRARY


The Sterling Public Library hosts a variety of activities over the summer to keep your child reading.  Each K-6 student visits the public library each May in order to meet the library staff and learn about summer reading activities.

SUMMER LITERACY ACTIVITIES WEBPAGE
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Mrs. Brownlee has created a Summer Literacy Activities webpage for SGS parents and students.  It includes links to a wide variety of resources, including: organizations and business that reward kids for reading, suggested reading lists for different age groups, online reading activities and games, educational websites, and tips for parents.  Families can access these resources by clicking on the Summer Literacy Activities link on the SGS Library webpage, by scanning the QR code below, or by typing the URL into a web browser: http://sgslibrary.wikispaces.com/Summer_Literacy_Activities.
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EBOOKS AVAILABLE 24/7


The school's ebook collections are available 24/7 from any device with an Internet connection, including computers, tablets, iPads, and smart phones. Ebook information is available at http://sterlinghslibrary.wikispaces.com/eBooks.


The State Library of Kansas provides access to a wonderful array of ebooks for kids at http://kslib.info/kids. (Links are on the right side of the page in blue.) Britannica E-Stax features nonfiction. Scholastic BookFlix pairs video fiction books with nonfiction ebooks and includes related activities. TumbleBooks features animated, read aloud and read along ebooks for kids preschool – middle school. Many of these titles have AR tests available.
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"...the best predictor of summer loss or summer gain is whether or not a child reads during the summer.  And the best predictor of whether a child reads is whether or not he or she has access to books." 


 -Allington, Richard L. and McGill-Franzen, Anne.  "Bridging the Summer Reading Gap," Scholastic Instructor (2003, May/June).





"...children who read four or more books over the summer fare better on reading-comprehension tests in the fall than their peers who read one or no books over the summer."  


-Kim, Jimmy.  "Summer Reading and the Ethnic Achievement Gap," The Journal of Education for Students Placed at Risk (2004).








