WAW kick-off at SGS and SJH

Sterling USD 376 District Librarian Amy Brownlee is once again inviting children in grades 3-8 to participate in the William Allen White (WAW) reading program.  The WAW Children’s Book Award program is a state-wide reader’s choice award.  Any Kansas student in grades 3-8 who reads at least two books from the list of nominated titles is eligible to vote for their favorite book in April.  Votes are tallied from across the state, and the winning author is invited to Kansas to receive the award.


This year’s WAW kick-off was in September with all eligible students being introduced to this year’s books in their library skills classes.  Students received bookmarks listing the WAW titles, and the list is also available online at http://www.emporia.edu/libsv/wawbookaward/masterlists/list16-17.html. The list is divided into two age categories:  grades 3-5 and grades 6-8.  In general, the books on each list are intended for a target audience of children in the specified grade levels.  However, students are welcome to read books off of both lists, and there are many titles that would be appropriate for both age ranges.


“There are so many excellent books on this year’s list,” commented Brownlee.  “There are books for a wide variety of interests and reading levels.  Many would make wonderful classroom or family read-alouds.”


As a special reward for students with outstanding participation in the WAW program, SGS students who meet the reading requirements will be invited to an ice cream sundae party in the spring to celebrate their reading success.  A WAW chart is located in each teacher’s classroom, and students are invited to mark the chart when they read a WAW book and pass the AR test.  Because of the high quality of the literature, teachers are allowing students to AR test on any WAW book, regardless of its reading level. To qualify for the party, students must read a set number of books on this year’s WAW list that corresponds with the student’s grade level.  The idea behind this incentive is to encourage the students to take personal initiative in reading the books and make an extra effort to participate in the program.
 

Ice Cream Party Requirements:

3rd graders, 5 books

4th graders, 6 books

5th graders, 7 books

6th graders, 8 books
Voting is in early April, and eligibility for the ice cream sundae party will be decided at voting time.  Thank you to students, parents and teachers for your support of the WAW reading incentive program.
